
Thank you for the beautiful basket presented to me in worship 
recently. Inside were many wonderful things—certificates for spa 
services, restaurant gift certificates, our favorite beverages, ves-
sels to enjoy them in, and other pampering items. Joseph and I 
used the contents to treat ourselves all week during our stayca-
tion. I am so blessed to be here serving the Lord with all of you. 
Over the past year, I have come to dearly love all of you as well 
as our ministry context here in Anniston. 

As we venture forward as a church, there will certainly be times 
when I, as your team captain, am going to need to push you. You 
may not like me very much at that moment. [If you’re confused 
about what I’m talking about, go to our YouTube channel and 
listen to the five sermons in the Discipleship series. They’re about 
obeying God, maturing as followers of Jesus, fulfilling our mission, 
and how we are organized as a team with God as our coach call-
ing the plays and your pastor(s) as the team captains putting 
those plays into action.] Like any team, the coaching sta� (includ-
ing team captains) have to push the players to give more than is 
comfortable, more than they may even think they can give, but 
the goal is always to be the best team possible. That pushing 
comes out of love. I want for you individually and for us as a 
church all that God has! 

The world around us needs the peace of Christ, the life-changing 
love of God, and the strength that comes from relationships with 
other people and the Lord. This is why the church exists—to wor-
ship God and continue the work of Jesus, making and maturing 
disciples. God has chosen YOU to be part of reaching the world 
around us. I hope the leadership series we are exploring between 
now and Advent beginning will help you find more of your place 
in that mission. 

With much love and gratitude, 
Pastor Tammy

Exploring to Find Your Place
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BLESSING OF 
THE ANIMALS

October 10, 2021,  
9:00 AM    
Martha’s Chapel

Bring your pet on 
a leash or in a 
carrier with you to 
worship Sunday 
morning. At the 
conclusion of the 
service, we will 
bless each of the 
animals. If your 
pet is not well 
suited to travel, 
you we welcome 
to bring a picture 
or drawing.

Weather 
permitting.

ANNISTONFIRST.INFO


As we mentioned in our last newsletter, we are revitalizing our congregational care 
strategy. Since the beginning of August, our clergy and sta� have made 172 contacts 
with our Anniston First family through cards, phone calls, text messages, and home visits. 
We continue to discover that many of you are still as COVID cautious as we are and 
reluctant to receive home visits. While we long to see you, all of us understand the 
desire for safety. We will continue to reach out through alternative methods of commu-
nication to stay connected with each other. 

Remember to include those persons listed in our Tuesday prayer email in your daily time 
of prayer. 

Carolyn Smith 
Barbara Skinner and Family
Lonnie Skinner and Family
Alderman Family 
Marjorie Pair
Bill and Mary Ann Gann
Jean Perley
George and Rose Smith
Henry and Judy Cole
Jan Ross
Rosemary Evans
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Rev. Kyle Bryan 
Associate Pastor 
kyle@annistonfirst.info 
256.453.8453

Grady and Jean Woodall
Sandra Pullen
Family of Kerry Davis
Family of Sally Estok
Era Clark
Buford Matthews 
Susan Grant
Teachers and Students
Healthcare Workers
Those a�ected by Hurricane Ida 
Your Pastors

God heals the brokenhearted and bandages their wounds.
Psalm 147:3

Congregational Care

mailto:kyle@anniston%EF%AC%81rst.info


When Leann and I began reflecting upon how we 
would honor Lucy on the anniversary of her death, we 
struggled to identify a ritual or a practice in which to 
engage. It’s frequently recommended by grief counsel-
ors as well as those who have experienced grief that a 
recurring ritual is a helpful and tangible way to memori-
alize our deceased loved ones. I think the dread Leann 
and I experienced as we anticipated the anniversary of 

the worst week of our lives made identifying a creative way to honor Lucy that much 
harder. We knew there would be several days of grief as we recalled the multi-faceted 
nature of the loss we experienced last year. The accident, Lucy’s death, and the organ 
donation all occurred on di�erent days causing the trauma of that nightmarish week 
and its impending anniversary, to linger.

I’m thankful that even in our clouded minds, the Spirit of God finds ways to draw our 
awareness to God’s presence and hope. It hadn’t dawned on Leann and me to fund-
raise on the anniversary of Lucy’s death. It seemed uncomfortable to both of us to mark 
this incomprehensible moment of our lives and the tragic ending of our beloved Lucy’s 
life.

But, it also seemed strangely appropriate.  

After all, it was amidst the unimaginable tragedy of Lucy’s death that God’s Spirit cast 
a vision for a new AFUMC playground in Lucy’s memory that our Anniston First leader-
ship wholeheartedly embraced. Not to mention, we were far from completing the play-
ground dedicated to Lucy’s memory but because of you and many others who gave 
in September, we are one step closer. Our goal was to raise $6,000 but because of your 
overwhelming love for Lucy and commitment to the children of our church and com-
munity, but you were able to raise $14,700. Thank you! These gifts make possible a new 
addition for the 2 and 3-year-old children who need a smaller structure for play. 

Pastor Kyle
Associate Pastor
kyle 256.453.8453 | kyle@annistonfirst.info 
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Thanks for Remembering Lucy with a Gift to the Playground
Alice Allen Abernathy
Amanda Adcock Young
Andrea Howard Taylor
Angie Davis Tillery
Angie Robertson
Anthony Noah
April Pearson
Ashleigh Sloan Adams
Ashley Garrison
Aubrey Crosson
Aundrea Mann Snyder
Autumn Godfrey Gunnels
Becky Hollingsworth
Caleb Pope
Carolyne Aiken
Charlene Reeves
Cheri Watters Hamilton
Cheyenne Oliver
Christa Morphis
Christopher Henley
David A. Yingling
Debbie M Bradford
Donna Alexander Foster
Donna Barton
Elizabeth Patrenos
Emmalie Ponder Whitney
Erin Howard McIntosh
Heather Denise Headley
Heather Wood
Holly Martin Hendricks
Howard Johnson
Jana Hadley
Jane Payne Matlock
Janine Kemp Moses

Jean Tafari Ellison
Jeanette Sims
Jenny Fleming
Jessica Hess Cobb
Jim Williams
Julie Bemrich Edwards
Julie Tyson
Karen Knight Pruett
Kasi Daugherty
Katelyn Shaddix Ferguson
Kayla Cromer
Keith Stanfill
Ken Workman
Kerri Hayes
Kim Gibbs Davie
Lori Brown
Lynn Burgess
Lynn Joiner Collins
Madalin Gorham
Madison Bone
Maggie Burn Owens
Mandi Harris Lee
Marcie Foster
Marian Royston
Martha Minshew Dingler
Mary Martha Dalrymple
Maureen Walker Latronico
Megan Caulder
Melissa Findley McClellan
Michelle Daniel Marlow
Pam Inmon
Pam Wiseman Howard
Rachel Allison
Riliegh Ferguson Martin

Sally Stephens Hanks
Sheila Hill
Shelby Scott
Sonya Gray Garmany
Sonya Wilson
Susan Slea Freeman
Susan Yvonne Bryan
Tessa Anderson Maddox
Tina Kaye Houston
Todd Noren-Hentz
Treacy Nuse Hunter
Valerie Wood
Varolie Daugherty
Wesley Hodge
William D Wesson
Many Anonymous
Billy Bickersta�
Rev. & Mrs. Kyle Bryan
Brad Casey
Terri Cline
Mrs. Sonde Coleman
Dr. & Mrs. Ron Dachelet
Toni Daves
Edna Fisher
Gail Gorham
Rebecca Gri�n
Mr. & Mrs. James Hamrick, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Harvey
Maudine Holloway
Preston & Dianne Insley
Mrs. & Mr. Carol Shepherd
Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Watson
Mr. &  Mrs. Charles Olsavsky
Betty & Robert Jackson

Denise Mullaney 
Rev. Ben Padgett
Pediatrics Plus
Mrs. LaNelle Phillips
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Pullen
Kelley Reeves
Mr. Barry Robertson
Adam McDu�e
Alyson Mims
Jane Lewis
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Rev. Davis Johnson 
Associate Pastor 
of Youth Ministries & 
Congregational Care 
davis@annistonfirst.info 
or 615-686-3313

Our Lock-in was a great success! Church members led fun activities throughout the night. 
Students participated in a spiritual growth art activity called “neuropathic drawing” with 
Jason Wright, Cheyenne Mattox led a cooking “chopped” challenge for dinner, we had 
a fun late-night movie, and much more! It was a great night that helped bring our group 
closer together and students found it to be a great opportunity to bring their friends. It was 
so much fun to have our students enjoy an overnight event together, and we are all look-
ing forward to more fun events ahead!

We will NOT be having a turkey smoke fundraiser this Thanksgiving. I wanted to get this an-
nouncement out early so anyone who usually gets their Thanksgiving turkey through this 
fundraiser can make other plans. Thank you for supporting this fundraiser in years past. I 
hope you will support us in our other fundraising efforts to come!

Speaking of youth fundraisers, we will be having our Chili Cookoff Fundraiser on Wednes-
day, December 1st. I hope you will plan to attend – please bring a pot of chili to compete 
and come ready to support our students. Whether you are able to bring a pot of chili or 
you just want to come and enjoy the event, I hope to see you there!

Peace of Christ,

mailto:davis@anniston%EF%AC%81rst.info
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Matt 
Headley

Director of 
Music & 

Worship Arts

During the summer, music and singing seemed to 
be returning to normal, with unmasked singing 
indoors seeming to be safer. However, as we went 
into August, nearly everything about singingto-
gether as a congregation changed again. As the 
transmission rates increased and children 
remained unvaccinated, the pastors and I made 
a di�cult decision to return to outdoor worship on 
August 8. We did this in compliance with the most 
recent  “Do No Harm” guidelines provided by the 
North Alabama Conference and ecumenical church guidelines provided in the 
document CARE-FILLED WORSHIP AND SACRAMENTAL LIFE IN A LINGERING PAN-
DEMIC.1

This unplanned change required music and worship arts 
sta� and leaders to be creative and work extra hours. 
Virtual, hybrid, and outdoor choir rehearsals have been 
successfully implemented with much e�ort and support. 
Worshiping at Martha’s Chapel at Camp Lee has been 
a blessing and a challenge. Praise Band and Audiovisu-
al team members have arrived at 7 AM each week to 
set up, operate, and tear down sound amplification 
and live streaming equipment. This extra e�ort enabled 
worshipers to participate in the chapel, on the lawn 

around the chapel, on their car radios, and live-streamed from wherever they 
may be.

Our pastors and I are exploring options for returning to the Sanctuary to worship 
as the weather cools o� and Advent season approaches. The use of music for 
maximizing congregational participation in worship would be adapted to ensure 
safety for unvaccinated, especially unvaccinated children, for as long as neces-
sary. I am grateful for the courageous and leadership of our pastors and sta� who 
are loving our children and neighbors by adhering to CDC and faith-based 
guidelines.

Thank you for your support of music and worship arts ministries! It is a privilege to 
join you in God’s recreative work in our community.

-Matt

4:15 PM
Handbells 

& 
Children’s
    Choir            

6:00 PM
Choir 

Rehearsal 

6:30 PM
Praise 
Team  

1 from THE ECUMENICAL CONSULTATION ON PROTOCOLS FOR  WORSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, AND SACRAMENTS. It was released c. June 10, 2021, and is authored by 
"an ecumenical group of theologians, scientists, physicians, pastors, bishops, and practitioners from United Methodist, Evangelical Lutheran, Episcopal, 
Pan-Methodist, Presbyterian, American Baptist, and Roman Catholic traditions." Hyperlink: https://media2-production.mightynetworks.com/asset/24958303/-
Care-�lled_Worship_and_Sacramental_Life_in_a_Lingering_Pandemic.pdf?_gl=1*1mcy6wq*_ga*MTc4OTYwNjg3LjE2Mjc0ODgwNDU.*_ga_T49FMYQ9FZ*MTYy
NzY1OTk1My4yLjEuMTYyNzY1OTk2NC4w
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Emmalie Whitney- 
Children’s Director 

childrensdirector@annistonfirst.info
256-499-1282

mailto:childrensdirector@anniston%EF%AC%81rst.info
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Thank you so much for continuing to support my academic career at UAB.  I’ve been 
blessed to be able to maintain my focus on school and my 4.0 average because of 
financial support through this and other scholarships.  Thank you again.

Sincerely,
Coren Pool

Dear Anniston First Family,

Thank you so much for your generosity in awarding me a scholarship to help with my 
education.  I am so appreciative of your support.  I will continue to pray for the church 
and ask that you pray for me as I grow and learn.

Yours in Christ,
Shelley Phillips 

Dear Anniston First Scholarship Committee,

Thank you all so much for the generous scholarship awarded to me for the 2021-2022 
school year.  I am so incredibly grateful to have been chosen to represent my church in 
this way and it is truly such an honor.  I am looking forward to my next four years at the 
University of Alabama and I am eager to see what all the university has in store for me.  I 
plan on majoring in Public Relations with plans to one day start my own non profit and 
be heavily involved with philanthropy work in my career.  This decision came easy to 
me after my 18 years of growing up here and as a member of Anniston First.  The years 
of mentorship that I have received by countless members of the congregation have 
started a fire in my heart for serving others and they have kept it burning by encourag-
ing me and provided me with so many opportunities to give back to my community.  I 
am so grateful for all this church has blessed me with and this scholarship is one more 
thing to add to that incredible list.

Sincerely,
Summer Booth

continued
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Special Gifts
Memorial Fund

In memory of Walt Phillips, given by Lanelle Phillips.
Shepherds Table

 In honor of Rev. Davis Johnson, given by Jackie Powell 

Andrew & Elizabeth Collins, Zach St. Clair, Trey Chandler, Dann Robertson. 
If you know of others, please call the church o�ce at 256-236-5605.

REMEMBER OUR MILITARY

Dear AFUMC Congregation,

My name is Elliott Hamilton.  I am 19 and an upcoming sophomore at UAB.  I am very 
thankful to be a recipient of this scholarship.  Growing up a AFUMC I have a lot of 
fond memories of many members of this congregation.  Most notably Tyler Owen 
(AKA T.O.) was my mentor throughout confirmation.  If you know anything about T.O. 
it’s that he is an awesome guy and incredibly nice.  He taught me to treat others right 
and pursue my goals.  I am thankful to be recognized by a congregation with others 
like him.  The money from this scholarship will help me to obtain my Bachelor’s degree 
in Broadcast Communications & Film.  Thank you All.

Elliott Hamilton
P.S. GO BLAZERS
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Options for Giving to Anniston First
Online: Using the camera on your smartphone, scan the QR code below and 
select the notification link that appears on your screen

Text To Give:  Text  “AnnistonFirst” to 73256. Then follow the prompts. 
The first time you use a specific credit card or debit card, you will 
need to input that information. If you use this method, the church 
absorbs the credit or debit card discounts and fees.

By Mail: Anniston First United Methodist Church • P. O. Box 1789,
Anniston, AL  36202. 

The Plate is back:   Place your offering in the offering plate as it comes by 
during worship. 

Like What You See?
Now to Make More Ministry Moments
Your giving and generosity make the ministries at AFUMC and our partner agencies 
possible.  Please consider making a contribution to AFUMC or one of our ministries and 
increase our ability to offer God’s grace to those in our community.



Oct. 3:   Shepherds Table at 8:30 AM
Worship at Camp Lee 
at Martha’s Chapel at 9:00 AM

Oct. 6:  Handbells & Children’s Choir 4:15 PM            
Origins Class 4:00 PM B102 
Wednesday Night Meal 5:00 PM
Chancel Choir Rehearsal 6:00 PM
Origins Class 6:00 PM B102 
Saving Grace Class 6:00 PM B203
Praise Team 6:30 PM 

Oct. 7:  Finance Meeting 5:30 PM, Bridge

Oct. 10:  Shepherds Table at 8:30 AM
Worship at Camp Lee 
at Martha’s Chapel at 9:00 AM
Blessing of the Animals 9:00 AM

Oct. 13: Handbells & Children’s Choir 4:15 PM            
Origins Class 4:00 PM B102 
Wednesday Night Meal 5:00 PM
Board of Trustees Meeting 5:00 PM, Bridge
Chancel Choir Rehearsal 6:00 PM
Origins Class 6:00 PM B102 
Praise Team 6:30 PM 

Oct. 17: Shepherds Table at 8:00 AM
WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY 10:00 AM
Charge Conference 2:00 PM

Oct. 20: Handbells & Children’s Choir 4:15 PM            
Origins Class 4:00 PM B102 
Wednesday Night Meal 5:00 PM
Chancel Choir Rehearsal 6:00 PM
Origins Class 6:00 PM B102 
Praise Team 6:30 PM 

Oct. 21:  Virtual NAMI Mental Health Support 
6:00 PM – 7:00 PM

Oct. 23:  Newollah on Noble, 4:00-9:00 PM

Oct. 24:  Shepherds Table at 8:00 AM
WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY 10:00 AM
Administrative Board 4:00 pm, Chapel 
Camp Lee Board Meeting 5:30 PM

Oct. 27: Handbells & Children’s Choir 4:15 PM            
Origins Class 4:00 PM B102 
Wednesday Night Meal 5:00 PM
Chancel Choir Rehearsal 6:00 PM
Origins Class 6:00 PM B102 
Praise Team 6:30 PM  

Oct. 30:  Trunk or Treat & 
Haunted Hay Ride at Camp Lee  
4:00-7:00PM

Oct. 31:  Shepherds Table at 8:00 AM
WORSHIP IN THE SANCTUARY 10:00 AM

SAVE THE DATE






